Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



M& issn 



GIFT OP 



REV. EDW. ABBOTT, 
CAMBRIDGE 



K<S<: HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY3S<^ 



J 



I 

■ I 



•J 



D 



mm MD FALL 



— OF — 



CONSTANTINOPLE. 



THE LAST ROHAN STRWULE IN THE EAST. 



By FELIDIO t GANUTI. 



FIRST EDinOX. 



-/ 



f iMtIB VOLZ, PRntTEIt, 

i 

i NO. 620^ORANT STREET, PITTSBURO,>A. 

I — 1887. — 

( 



± 



^' 



^^^.r^iW wOc^'^ 



i£BRAK2 





Entered aeeording to Aet if Congress, in the 

year 1887 ^ by 

FELIDIO F. CANUTI. 

in the office of the Librarian of Congress at 

Washington, D. C. 



Notice. — Copies of this book will be mailed to all " 
parts of the Urited States on receipt of 25 cents each. 

Address: J. N. LUDWIG, 

Book Seller, / 

No. 346 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburg, Pa. 1 



PEEFACE, 



The relation of the Siege and Fall of (Constanti- 
nople was never separately published in the English 
language, or perhaps in any other language. The 
reader shall be undoubtedly much interested in read- 
ing the description of the event which deprived 
Christendom of that famous city, unsurpassed in its 
strength, and only next to Rome in history. Constan- 
tinople is presently threatened by some European 
powers ; Russia has for a long while aimed at its 
oonquest, and if in the course of time the infidels 
shall be repulsed from Europe, and the great metro- 
polis again in the possession of the Christians, the 
public will undoubtedly value and esteem the nar- 
ration of the event which extinguished forever the 
Roman Empire of the East. 

The informations for the following pages have been 
gathered from many volumes, both of history and of 
travel, but as some authors difPei from others it was 
thought proper to follow the most esteemed and 
authentic volumes : such as Gibbon's Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire; (-reasy's History of the 
Ottoman Turks ; Edmond de Amici*s Constanti- 
nople, &e., &e. 



As the pnblie was destitute of a book on this im- ^ 
portant episode of history, I thought it proper to 
publish one; and I hope that it shall meet the 
favor and approbation of the general readers. 

AUTHOR. 
Pittsburg, Pa., May 13th, 1887. 
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The ^iege and F&II of don^t&ntinople. 

THE UST ROMAN STRUGGLE IN THE EAST. 




CHAPTER I. 

Mahomet ths Second— His debibb to m akb Constantinople 
THE Capital of the Ottoman Empibe— His Fibst Step to 
CoNQUBB it. 

•AHOMST the Second was born in Adrianople, 
in the year 1430. His father was Sultan 
Amurath the Second, and his mother a Christian prin- 
cess of Servia. In his youth he studied under the tui- 
tion of a skillful master, and when he was in the age 
of manhood he had the knowledge of five languages 
besides his own. The geography and history of the 
world were familiar to him ; he studied with care 
astrology, which in his times was considered a great 
science, and acquired some knowledge of the mathe- 
matics. In his hours of leisure, he read with great 
interest the lives of ancient heroes; assidously 
studied the stratagems and the achievements of 
Alexander, Augustus, Theod^isius, Oaesar, and of 



10 TfilB 8tE6£ AKD fALL 

CoDStantine the Great ; aud the conquests of those 
great generals exited his emulation. Before he had 
arrived at mature age, his father twice assigned him 
the throne, but he was too feeble, in his tender years, 
to govern the vast and powerful empire of the Otto- 
man Turks ; and the surroundiDg dangers, compelled 
the divan, or court, to recall the able and successful 
Amurath. At an early age, Mahomet began to be 
very ambitious, and, as he advanced in years, he 
greatly desired to conquer ; nor did he ever fail to 
derive lessons from the wars in which his father was 
engaged. 

The dream of Othman, which foretold the son- 
quest of Constantinople by the Turks, was ever, 
perhaps, lively pictured in his imagination ; and 
the history, the beauty, and the situation of that 
great city, made him continually wish for its 
conquest. While he awaited to ascend the throne, 
and studied to make himself a successful soldier 
and an accomplished monarch, he hoped that one 
day he would be able to make the city of 
CoDstantine the Ghreat, the capital of the Ottoman 
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Empire. He felt, that while CoDStantiDople re- 
mained in the possession of others, the European 
commanioation with his country could never he 
secure ; and that it was expedient to conquer the 
city, in order to advance towards the West. Nor was 
he ignorant of the fact, that the conqueror of the 
sister of Rome, would he invested hy the majesty 
which still existed within those walls that had en- 
circled for over eleven hundred years the chosen seat 
of the first Christian Caesar. While he was in the 
government of Magnesia, where he had retired after 
his marriage to a daughter of a Turkman emir, he 
received a sudden message from the divan, informing 
him of the death of his father, Amurath. Without 
delay, he sprang on an Arab horse, and exclaiming 
^*Let those who love me follow me !" he advanced 
towards the shores of the Hellespond which he passed 
with a chosen guard. At a short distance from 
Adrianople, then the capital (if the Ottoman Empire, 
he was met by the viziers or ministers, by the highest 
personages, by the soldiers and citizens, and was 
saluted Sultan. 



12 THE SIEGE AND FALL 

He succeeded Amurath in the year 1451, and re- 
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moved the cause of sedition by ordering the murder 
of his two infant brothers. As soon as the ceremo- 
nies of his enthronement were over, he commenced a 
general reformation of the laws ; called to severe 
account the treasurers of his father ; and his subjects 
beheld with surprise, the flourishing results of his 
new rules. All the feebleness of youth were fully 
outgrown when he assumed for the last time the tittle ^ 
of Sultan. He had a strong memory, and although 
occasionally cruel, he was a good legislator and had 
the military skill and prowess of his greatest ances- 
tors. ^ 

His first war was in Asia Minor, where he subdued 
with great celerity the sovereign of Capadoccia, who 
had invaded the Turkish Dominion. The great de- 
sire which he had for the conquest of Constantinople, 
made him anxious for the time in which he should 
be able to make that famous city his capital, and 
amid the busy hours of his government, he strove to 
open a way for the execution of his enterprise. 

On the European side of the Bosphorus, which is 
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a great strait that connects the sea of Marmora with 
the Euzine or Black sea, Mahomet resolved to build 
a fortress, and on the 25th of March, 1452, 
Asomaton, the appointed spot about five miles from 
Constantinople, was covered with a large throng of 
Turkish artificers. The work was carried on with 
great diligence ; the materials were transported from 
Europe and Asia; and Mahomet, with his viziers 
directed and urged the work with indefaticable vigor. 
This was his first step towards Constantinople, and 
while he slowly advanced to execute his enterprise, 
he was careful to procure all advantages, and to act 
in a frieiidly manner towards the nations that sur- 
rounded his empire. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONSTANTINB PALiEOLOGUS— HiS CONDUCT TOWARDS MaROMBT — 
GOMMBKGIMBNT OF HOSTILITIBS— BlOGKADB 09 GONSTAN- 
TIMOPLB. 

^HBiB years before Mahomet saoceeded Amu rath, 
Constantine Palseologus was crowned Emperor 
of the Romaa Empire of the East, at Sparta by two 
deputies. He reached Oonstantinople in the spring, and 
was received by the acclamation of the people. The 
character of that noble monarch crowns the annals of 
Constantinople with such glorious memory impossible 
to be forgottien. His conduct, when he was sur- 
rounded by intolerable misfortunes, and when with 
the zeal which marks the greatness of a wondrous 
patriot he defended his capital till death, was worthy 
of his most glorious ancestors. When he ascended 
the throne, the once powerful and great Empire was 
reduced to a few towns besides Constantinople ; and, 
although the first years of bis reign were peaceable 
and prosperous, the successor of Amurath made him 
conceive, but not too ^oun, his approaching danger. 
After having heard that Mahomet had become Sultan 
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of the Ottoman Empire, he sirove to win hici Mend- 
ship ; and his confidence was revived by the polite 
words of Mahomet, who, in taking advantage of all 
the circumstances which would benefit the execution 
of his enterprise, was far from making any person 
suspicious of his secret desire. At first, Constantine 
thought that the young monarch was too feeble, as he 
had before proved, to govern his subjects, and that he 
could never be able to disturb the neighboring na- 
tions with his arms. But his thought was soon 
cancelled by the words of his minister Phranza, whose 
experience made him conceive long before the 
Emperor, the ambition of Amuraths successor. 
However, Constantine remained confident of his 
safety till he was sure of Mahomet's resolution of 
building the fortress, when, suspecting his approach- 
ing danger, he immediately instructed his embassa- 
dors to oppose the action. They strove in all man- 
ners to divert the Sultan from building the fortress 
which would tend to violate the alliance of the na- 
tions and command the strait. But no reason could 
convince the perfidious Sultan to relax his resolution, 
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tnd after having liflteoed to the sapplioationa of the , 
embassadore he sternly replied : "I form no enterprise 
against the oity, but the Empire of Constantinople is 
measured by her walls. Have you forgot the distress 
to which my fitther was reduced when you formed a 
league with the Hungarians ; when they invaded pur 
eountry by land, and the Hellespond was occupied by 
the French galleys ? Amurath was compelled to force 
a passage of the Bosphorus ; and your strength was 
not equal to your malevolence. I was then a child 
at Adrianople; the Moslems trembled; and for a 
while the GaboursC^) insulted our disgrace. But 
when my lather had triumphed in the field of Warna 
he vowed to erect a fort on the western shore, and 
that vow it is my duty to accomplish. Have ye the 
right, have ye the power to control my actions on 
my own ground ? for this ground is my own : as far 
as the shores of the Bosphorus, Asia is inhabited by 
the Turks, and Europe b deserted by the Romans 
Return and inform your king that the present Otto- 
man is far different from his predecessors ; that his 

*) A Turkish name for infideli, as the Christians were 
called by the Moslems. 
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reioliitioiui rarpaai their wishes ; and that he per- 
fbmiB more than they could resolve. Return in 
safety — but the next who deliyers a similar message 
may expect to be flayed alire." (*) 

After hearing this declaration, Gonstantine resolved 
to unsheathe his sword, and to oppose with arms the 
approach and settlement of the Turks on the Bos- 
phorus. But he was disaimed by repeated advices 
of his civil and ecclesiastical ministers, who affirmed, 
that the fortress could not long be maintained from 
an unexpected destruction. He saw the progress of 
the work, which Mahomet carried on his for- 
tress ; he almost guessed the intention of the Sultan, 
yet he tried in every way to gain his friendship, for 
he well knew that he was too feeble to contest with 
the Ottoman Turks of that time. Finally he was 
compelled to shut the gates of Constantinople in 
alarm. The retinue that accompaoied the Sultan to 
the work of his fortress, had left their horses pas- 
tare on the ripe corn ; the reapers felt the damage 



*) Gibbon's ''Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire." 
Chap. LXVIII. 
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and took up anns against the Turks ; several of both 
nations were slain in a conflict ; and Mahomet, who 
anxiously waited for a rupture between him and the 
Emperor, ordered the extermination of the guilty 
village whose inhabitants were mercilessly massacred. 
This great offence was followed by a declaration of 
war, and as the struggle was deferred till the next 
spring, the two monarchs began their preparations. 
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CHAPTER III. 

MaHOXIT'8 AHXIKTT— ThI BI8TLKS8 KIOHT— OaLIL BaSHA— 

Gbiat aotititiss— Thb TBiMBNoona Gannon— Thb ad- 

YANOBKBNT OF THB OTTOMAN ABMT— ThB SiBOB OF CONSTAN- 
TINOPLB FOBKBD. 

Ihen Mahomet had finished his fortress and 
had stationed in it a commander with four 
hundred soldiers, he retired to Adrianople, and there 
commenced to be ready for the execution of his 
design. His mind was deeply bent on the conquest 
of Constantinople; he studied with indefatioable 
ardor the plan and the situation of that great city ; 
he repeatedly delienated its outlines ; desputed with 
his officers on which parts he should erect his bat- 
teries, and strove to invent stratagems which could 
fiicilitate its capture. He was always in great anxiety 
for the time in which he could make his decisive 
step, and his mind was ever occupied in thinking of 
his great enterprise. 

One night, when the people of his capital had 
long retired to rest, and when his palace was free 
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fxffm the usual noifle of its oconpantSy lie tried in ^ 
yvsx to sleep. His imagination was yividlj pietnred 
by tlie fame of the oity which he was about to 
eonqner, by the thought of immortalizing his name 
if he succeeded in his enterprise, and by the majesty, 
the greatness, and the glory of his empire if he 
gained the city of Constantinople. At last, finding 
it impossible to rest, he started from his couch and 
commanded the immediate attendance of his vizier 
or prime minister. Calil Basha who had advised the 
restoration of Amurath, when Mahomet ascended the 
throne in his tender years, and who had a friendly ^' 
feeling for the Christians, for which reason he was 
somewhat detested by his fellow-mahometans, was 
appalled at the Sultan's mandate at such hour of the 
night. With much fear and great anxiety, he 
hastened to obey, and after bidding farewell to his 
family he assumed the way to the palace. 

When he had arrived before the Sultan, and paid 
him a slight tribute, as was the custom of that time, 
he awaited in silence and great respect his command. '^ 
Mahomet who had anxiously wailed for him said: 
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"It 18 not my wish to ^esnme my gifts, bat rather 
to heap and multiply them on thy head. In my 
tarn I ask a present far more yalnable and impor- 
tant—Constantinople." 'The same God/' said the 
Tizier reoovering from his great surprise, '^who has 
already given thee so large a portion of the Roman 
Smpire, will not deny the remnant and the capital. 
His providence and thy power assure thy suooess ; 
and myself, with the rest of thy &ithful slaves, will 
sacrifiee our lives and fortune." "Lala" (or preceptor) 
continued Mahomet much satisfied by the viriers 
words, "do you see this pillow ? all the night in my 
agitation I have pulled it from one side to the other, 
I have risen from my bed, again have I laid down ; 
yet sleep has not visited these weary eyes. Beware 
of the gold and silver of the Romans ; in arms we 
are superior, and with the aid of Ood and the prayer 
of the prophet we shall speedily become the masters 
of Constantinople." (*) 

From the first day he reached Adrianople, Maho- 
met vigorously prepared in every way the plana 

*) Qibbon. 



22 THB BDOGS AHD FALL 



A 



for the ooming event. He was oareftd to prevent 
hostilities with other nations, and made a trace with 
the great Huniades, which secured him against all 
attacks from Northern Europe. Of all the imple- 
ments of war and destruction that were invented up 
to his time, he retained the most effecting, and studied 
with great care and much interest the wonderM use 
of the cannon, which had been lately invented by the 
Latins. An Hungarian who had deserted the Em- 
peror, in offering hb service, promised to make the 
Ottomans' artillery the greatest in the world. Ma- 
homet received him with satisfaction, and by liberal 
pay and promises of reward he encouraged the skillful 
mechanic. A foundry was immediately constructed in 
Adrianople, and the Hungarian won the admiration 
of the Sultan by casting a cannon of an almost in- 
credible size. Its bore measured twelve palms, and 
six hundred pounds was the weight of the stone ball 
which it carried. For its conveyance thirty wagons 
were joined together, two hundred men on both 
sides were stationed to balance and support the roll- '^ 
ing weight, and two-hundred and fifty men marched 
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before it to clear the way and to repair the bridge8.(*) 
Before the winter waB oyer, Mahomet found himself 
ready to begin the execution of his enterprise so 
often attempted in vain by great commanders and by 
his ancestors. But he had more advantages than all 
those who had besieged Constantinople before without 
success : he Was safe from all foreign attacks ; he 
had well provided for the internal safety of his em- 
pire ; and his regular troops were many, well armed 
and desperate. While preparing for his design, he 
never neglected any means, stratagem, or instrument, 
which would prove useful when required. 

(n the spring of 1453, he ordered his vanguard 
to advance ; to give quarters to all those that sub- 
mitted, and to destroy by fire and sword all those 
that resisted. When his soldiers had executed his 
orders with great celerity, he advanced himself with 



*) Gibbon would have treated the discription of the 
enormous cannon as extravagant, if he bad not been 
convinced by contemporary writers. However, Von 
^ Hammer, in his valuable history of the Ottomans, 

asserts that he had himself seen the great cannon, 
and I am of the opinion that his statement removes 
all doubts. 
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the rest of his army, and when he had arrived before t 
the doomed city, he planted the imperial standard in 
the vicinity of the gate of St. Romanus, and on the 
day 6th of April, 1453, he formed the great 
siege of Constantinople. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

COHSTANTINE APPEALS TO THK ChBISTIAN POWBB3 FOB AID — 

State of the Ehpibe— Scheme of Const antine to oet aid 
FBOM the Pope— Nicholas the Fifth— The union of the 
TWO Chubchrs— Gbnnadius— Biootby of the citizens— 
Abbiyal of Justiniani— Genebal Measubes taken fob 
the stbuggle. 

IbMMSDiATELY after Constantine perceived his 
'* danger, he prepared with the zeal of a true 
monarch, and the courage pf a great general, the de- 
fence of his capital. He implored with fervent 
prayers the assistance of the Christian princes, ad- 
vising them of the danger in which he was reduced, 
and of the danger which would threaten the posterity 
of the Christian faith if the Ottomans conquered 
his empire. But almost the whole Christian world 
remained indolent at his implorations. The Western 
princes were continually involved in their domestic 
quarrels; some were too remote, some too weak, 
others thought the danger inevitable ; and the pope 
was &r from aiding the nation whose people were 
unbound from his obedience by their orthodox. Con- 
stantine bad Qot a great number of subjects ; the 
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empire which in the time of the Boman glory made ^ 
the world tremble, was now rednced to the last ex- 
tremity; the indolence of the Christian princes 
deprived him of the help which could have more 
than frustrated the design of his formidable enemy ; 
and above all, the division of the Greek from the 
Latin church debarred him of a most sure aid. For 
it was in the power of the pope to assist him, as a 
great part of Italy was in his possession. The 
Greeks or Romans, as the inhabitants of Constantin- 
ople were called had long lost the ardor of war and 
liberty ; they were no longer similar to those of the y 
ancient times; and, except the Emperor with his 
volunteers, they were mingled in cowardice and 
religious freniy. 

Constantino contrived a great scheme in order to 
get ud from the pope : it was to unite the two 
churches ; and hoping to succeed, he immediately 
dispatched embassadors to the holy seat, with in- 
structions to ask for temporal aid, and to promise the 
spiritual obedience of the Greeks. His scheme was ^ 
undoubtedly judicious and would, perhajpe, have 
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^ resulted in saving his empire, if the past, and the 
present conduct of the bigoted citizens had not 
formed a hatred against them in the mind of the 
Latins. Pope Nicholas the Fifth was not ignorant 
of the obstinacy of the Greeks ; he remembered the 
past promises of their emperors, which resulted only 
in new disorders and repeated corruptions ; he hardly 
believed their last assurance, but seeing the great 
danger which threatened their freedom, he thought 
that they were compelled to submit to their promises. 
Yet he was by no means prompt in his assistance ; 
^ and although it was in his power to assist the falling 
empire without delay, he believed it advisable to try 
first the promise of Constantine. 

Accordingly, a few months before the siege. Cardi- 
nal Isidore of Kussia appeared in Constantinople 
with a retinue of priests and soldiers. . The act of 
union was solemnly performed ; and on the 12th of 
December, 1452, in the great dome of St. Sophia, 
both nations joined in sacrifice and prayers* But to 
^ the misfortune of the Emperor, who had saluted the 
Cardinal as a friend and father, and who had will- 
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ing^j sabmitted to ihe obedienoe of the pope, the y 
ooDcord between the two religions lasted bat a verj 
short time. Some ceremonies of the Latin church 
were disliked by the Greeks ; and as soon as the 
services in the dome were over, large crowds went to 
consult Oennadius, a monk considered holy and the 
oracle of the Greek church. He was nowhere to be 
found, but the words which he had written on a 
tablet placed on the door of his cell, and which ex- 
pressed his sorrow for the union of the two churches, 
and reproached the Greeks for submitting to the 
obedience of the pope, telling them to repent, for 
they had submitted to foreign servitude, made them 
withdraw appalled. Convinced by his advice the 
religious virgins refused the act of union, and abjured 
forever all connections with the Latins. Their refusal 
was applauded by the major part of the clergy ; and 
the people, who had with little or no satisfaction 
followed the example of the Emperor, gladly took 
their part. The venerable dome of St. Sophia which 
had so often struck with wonder and awe all those 
that beheld it, and whose historj^ conunanded '^ 
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tbe liij^iest Nflpect, was deserted by the obstioate 
Greeks ae soon as it was polluted with the Latis sac* 
rifioe. In the few months before the siege, the 
citiiens of Constantinople were inspirited by vain 
hopes; they spent hours in the tayerns; drank 
frivonsly to the health of the pope's enemies, and in 
their intoxication, insulted the Catholic &ith of the 
Latins. Thus, the Oreeks depriyed themselyes of 
the aid which the pope would haye adjoined to the 
few soldiers that accompanied Cardinal Isidore. 
Help, perhaps, would haye been plenty, if they had 
tried in all manners to win the sympathy of their 
fellow-christians ; if they had submitted to the obe- 
dience of the pope, at least till the danger was oyer ; 
and if they had regarded the Latins as their friends. 
But they, in their conduct, only renewed and in- 
flamed the ancient hatred of the pope, as well as of 
many Latin princes against them ; and consequently, 
suppressed the will of those who had resolyed to send 
succor. 

Constantine, thus depriyed of his greatest hope, 
i^alled his subjects to arms, and stroye to persuade the 
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wealthiest citizens, by pietaring in vivid oolon his 
distress and the coming straggle, to assist him in pay- 
ing mercenary troops in order to strengthen the 
defences against his powerM enemy. But the ma- 
jority of the G-reeks seemed as if they were tired of 
independence and ripe for slavery, for, of the one 
hundred thousands or more that inhabited Constanti- 
nople, about six thousands only answered to the call 
of their brave Emperor ; and the nobles, far from 
obeying the honest supplications, remained indolent ; 
and some, prompted by pusillanimity and avarice, 
dug out their hidden treasures and disappeared 
from their country. (*) The zealous Emperor, 
notwithstanding the calamities which tended to 
make him helpless, remained undaunted; and 
almost without treasure, disappointed in every hope, 
and with a handful of men, he continued with inde< 



*) Johnson's tragedy of Irene affords some lively discrip- 
tioDs of different events in the siege of Constantinople. 
The following lines are taken from it. 

The groaning Greeks dig up the golden caverns, 
The accumulated wealth of hording ages, 
That wealth which, granted to their weeping prince, 
Had ranged embattled nations to their gates. 
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\ fiidgable ardor to fortify the soanty remnant of his 
empire. His army was small but brave; those 
volunteers who had promptly answered to his call, 
were influenced by that zeal which distinguished their 
ancient fathers. In their heart was true patriotism ; 
their life wan for their leligion and liberty ; they had 
resolved to follow the footsteps of the Emperor, to 
defend their country against any powerful enemy, 
and to die for their independence. In order to be 
as well prepared as he could possibly be to stand a 
long siege, Constantine negotiated the most necessary 
^ supplies in the isles of the Morea, the Archipelago, 
and Oioily; the inhabitants of which, in turn, sent him 
some succor of soldiers. But his most valuable and 
gallant auxiliary was John Justiniani, a noble 
Genoese who arrived a few weeks before Mahomet 
formed the siege, and whose bravery and military 
skill distinguished him next to the Emperor. Jus- 
tiniani brought with him a chosen band of two 
thousand soldiers, and two well supplied galleys. No 
^ words can express the gladness with which the 
Emperor received that nobleman, for in the time of 
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great and uniyenal danger, a distressed person oon- A 
siders bis friends brothers, his bene&ctors his warm- 
est Mends, and his assistants, saviors. He imme- 
diately advanced donations to each of the two thou- 
sands ; and promised Jnstiniani, as a recompense for 
his great aid, the isle of Lemnos. As troops oooa* 
sionallj arrived from neighboring Christian dties, 
Oonstantine fonnd himself, in a short time, at the 
command of nine thousand men. Still, although 
much relieved, a long resistance against the formida- 
ble force of the enemy was almost impossible, for with 
those few thousands he had to defend a circuit of y 
about fourteen miles, the land part of which, un- 
doubtedly to be attacked, measured nearly six miles. 
The works of defence were carried on with great 
celerity. Justiniani immediately adjoined his band 
to the G-reek soldiers ; and all the restorations 
which his military skill and that of the Emperor 
suggested, were promptly executed. New works 
were in a short time finished ; cannons and all the 
engmee of war, espedally those of the G-reek fire, » ' 
were placed in the most advantageous places and sit* 
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* uatioDS ; and a strong chain was drawn across the 
harbor, called for its form and abundance the Gblden 
Horn. The soldiers were all well supplied with arms 
and ammunition, and all the Ohristian ships that 
arrived in the harbor, were detained for the public 
services. This was all done before April ; and when 
Mahomet appeared before the city, the Emperor dis- 
tributed his commands and undertook to defend the 
external wall. 
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CHAPTER V. ^ 

GOMMIKOBMBMT OF THl SiKOB— ThS CITY DIFBNOBS— ThB FIRST 

ATTACK— Thb Ottomans bbpulsed — The sbcond attack— 
Thb stkugglb on the buineo walls— Victory op the 
Christians— Enbrgy of the Emperor and Justiniani. 

[iTH an army of about three hnndred thou- 
sand men, Mahomet invested th« city by sea 
and land ; but as the two sides along the sea were 
almost inacoessible, he guided the principal attack on 
the land side. His tent was erected at a short dis- 
tance from the gate of St. Romanus : the tremen- 
dous Janizaries, who formed the most valuable body 
of the army, were stationed in front of it ; and the 
troops of Asia and Europe were extended on its right 
and left, forming two wings, the one from the tent to 
the sea of Marmora, and the other from the tent to 
the Golden Horn. The whole Ottoman line was 
covered by a deep intrenchment ; and the artillery, 
which consisted of fourteen batteries, was extended 
before the walls. Intermingled with the cannons, 
were engines for discharging stones and darts ; and 
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^ the ineztingaishable Greek fire, C*') which had long 
been a secret to the (Christians, was efficiently used 
by the Ottomans in that siege. 

The defences of the city on the land-ward side 
were very strong : they had often sustained the as- 
saults of the empire's formidable enemies, who were 
successively compelled to abandon the idea of con- 
quering the city by its impregnable walls ; and there 
are reasons to believe, that if Mahomet was not in 
possession of the cannons, he could never have suc- 
ceeded in executing his enterprise. Threh walls 
^ separate a short distance fix)m one another extended 
from the sea of Marmora to the Oolden Horn, a dis- 
tance of about six miles. They were very thick and 
measured fifty feet from the ground, fianked with 
towers of different sizes and styles, which rose about 



*) This eztraordinarj liquid was wonderful for its fatal 
effect and burning quality. It was the most destruc- 
tive element of the Eastern Romans, who received the 
knowledge of making and using it from a native of 
- Heliopolis in Syria. Constantinople had been often 
saved by its unsurpassable destructive power ; and 
^. it was the terror of the infidels who were baffled 

^ in their hostile attempts towards the Christians, and 

whose formidable armaments were by it more than 
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twenty feet higher than the walls, and separated from ^ 
one another by a distance of over one hundred feet. 
Before and parallel with the external wall, was a 
large ditch about one hundred feet deep, and thirty 
feet wide ; secured from the collision of the ground 
by a strong and smooth wall. 

When Mahomet had everything ready, the attack 
was immediately commenced. A tremendous and 
incessant fire was opened against the weakest parts of 
the walls, and a subordinate army advanced. The 
balls fired from the cannons of great and small sizes, 
were accompanied by the darts, the stones, and the ^ 
destructive Greek fire. The besieged skill&lly re- 
sponded the fire : whole lines of Ottomans were suc- 
cessively prostrated to the ground by their well 



once almost completely destroyed. It was di8charge«l 
from long tubes of copper and from the mouths of 
monstrous figures which were more often placed on 
the pro¥r8 of galleys. It started with a tremendous 
report, and in the shape of a long tailed dragon it 
went meandering through the air with the velocity or 
lightning. The deepest darkness of the night was 
dispelled by its vivid light, and it is possible, per- 
haps, that its roaring sound, its terrible and swift -/^ 
iame involved in the smoke which it produced, 
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\ directed weapons : their bmall artilleries prodnced fkr 
more effect than those of the Snltan ; but their 
ammunition diminished, and to exterminate the wild 
advancing throng, was more than they could do. 
Under cover of incessant volleys irom their artilleries, 
the Turks arrived at the edge of the ditch, and be- 
fore the parts of the walls that appeared most effect- 
ed, they resolved to make a road to the attack by 
filling the enoimous precipite. Innumerable trunks of 
trees, fisuscines, and all kinds of rubbish, were thrown 
down in great hurry ; the weakest and the foremost 
V were precipitated in the depth, partly by the weapons 
of the besieged, and partly by their impetuous fellow 
soldiers ; and for a while, that part of the Ottoman 
camp was similar to a running torrent covered at the 
surface by floating materials. To fill such a great 

formed what may be classed an artificial hell in the 
air. Destruction marked its vehement .course, and it 
effected great fatality in the enemy's camp. It is 
said that it was composed of bitumen, sulpher, and 
pitch, and nothing but vinegar, urine, or sand could 
extinguish it— water would nourish its vivacity. The 
Christians were jealous of the art of making it, and 
V successfully kept it secret for 400 years. It was finally 

discovered by the Mahometans, and kept in almost 
universal use until the gun powder supplied iti place. 
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ditoli was the work of hoars, and to fill it before the j. 
eyes of the vigilant Christians was almost impossible. 
Yet the iiirious Turks might have succeeded, for 
materials and human bodies fell into it like the water 
over a great cascade. But the besieged immediately 
prepared for a sally, and on the first opportunity, 
descended the walls, hastly passed the ditch on draw- 
bridges, and after a severe hand-to-hand fight, the 
Turks were beaten and precipitately retreated. That 
was the first encounter, and in it the superior bravery 
of the Christians was evident. The number of the 
Turks was countless or at least twenty times larger ; 
and as the places of the slayed were immediately sup- 
plied by great numbers of fanatics, it is a wonder that 
the bold Christians were not overpowered and cut to 
pieces. After the victorious soldiers had advanced some 
steps brandishing their swords and disoharging their 
cross-bows at the flying enemy, among yells of joy,they 
returned within the walls, content of their success, 
and anxious for new trials. They would have pur- 
sued, if their number had been large enough, but they 
were well aware of the impossibility to encounter the ^ 
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whole Ottoman power on the open field, and there- 
fore, they were satisfied to maintain their defiances. 
The next attempt of Mahomet was the practice of 
mines ; bnt as the soil was rocky, and the method of 
blowing up any obstruction by gun-powder was not 
yet known, after some unsuccessftd attempts, he was 
compelled to abandon it. Another assault was de- 
cided upon. The tower of St. Romanus appeared the 
most accessible part, and he gave orders to attack it. 
A destructive fire from large guns was immediately 
commenced, and after some time the powerful tower 
began to yield to the irresistible discharges. A wooden 
turret, nearly as high as the walls, protected on all 
sides by a threefold covering of bulls hides, and well 
supplied with men and anununition, was advanced on 
rollers towards the tower. WhDe it moved, inces- 
sant volleys were discharged from its loop-holes, and 
when it had arrived at the edge of the ditch, scaling- 
ladders were raised by ropes and pullies, and thdr 
foremost edges were rested on the adverse rampart. 
After many attempts and different maneuvers, the 
tower collapsed. The Turks suddenly leaped on the 
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ruins, and amidst war cries, savage yells of delight, A 
and in a wild fiiry, commenced to fight their way 
through. It was a decisive moment, a moment of 
despair for the besieged, a moment of contempt for 
the besiegers, and a moment in which depended the 
existence of the last Roman spark. The Emperor 
and Justiniani were immediately on the spot with re- 
enforcement. The struggle began at twilight : the 
Christians fought with all the bravery of ancient 
warriors ; throngs after throngs of the barbarians fell 
successively at their feet, prostrated by irreparable 
sword blows ; and as darkness drew near, the bold y-- - 
Swarms that invaded the breach were overpowered and 
compelled to retreat in great confusion. The Turks 
were more enraged than discouraged by the defeat ; 
they wanted to make another assault with a greater 
number, but darkness frustrated their design, and 
they were constrained to await day-break, hoping that 
then, with fresh vigor, more power, and in every way 
ready, they would be more successftil. The seal 
and courage of the besieged were greatly inflamed by jf^ ^ 
the two victories. As soon a8 the enemies were re- 
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y« pnlsed, the breach was covered by great numbers of 
diligent workmen, and the work of re-building was 
immediately commenced on all sides, • and carried on 
with indefatigable vigor. Constantine and the noble 
Genoese, far from thinking of rest, pressed by the 
thought of safety and by the aggravated danger, 
passed the whole night on the spot, urging the labor- 
ers, und procuring all advantages against new assaults. 
The following day, when the first rays of day-light 
were slowly melting the faint shadows of darkness, 
the .Turks wonder-struck saw the tower of St. 

/ Romanus as strong and as entire as it had been ; 
their turret reduced to ashes ; the ditch cleared from 
all rubbish ; and the defences as strong as before. 
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CHA.PTER VI. 
Six ships abriyi neab Gonstantinoplb to aid thi BxsnaiD 

— ThK OBBAT naval BATTLB— ThB first, SBOOND. AMD THIRD 
BBPULSB OP THK OTTOMANS— ViOTOBY OP THB ChBISTIAM 

ships—Fatb op Balthy Ooly. 

^UT the most brilliant episode of that si^e was 
the naval battle which occured at the entrance 
of the BoBphoms. About the middle of April, some 
sails were faintly distinguished near the horizon on 
the sea of Marmora. They were five Christian ships 
that had sailed from the harbor of Chios, loaded with 
provisions and soldiers, which had been sent to aid the Y 
besieged, partly by the isles with which Constan- 
tine had negotiated, and partly by few neighboring 
Christian princes. Four of those ships belonged to 
the Genoese and one to the Emperor. They were of 
a large size ^7ell armed and very streng ; the sailors 
employed in them were veterans of Greece and Italy, 
the most skillful, and long used to the arts and perils 
of the sea. Mahomet commanded the soldiers of his 
galleys to be ready in order to intercept the bold JP - 
auxiliaries of the city which he was besieging ; and 
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^mider the admiral Balthj Ogly, his fleet extended in 
form of a eresoent, from the shores of Europe to 
those of Asia. The Turkish fleet consisted of about 
three hundred vessels; but of those, eighteen only 
were of any strength or aooount. The rest had 
been hastily constructed when Mahomet meditated the 
siege ; they were like large open boats, and destitute 
of skillful managers The whole fleet was filled by 
innumerable throngs of soldiers, perhaps too many t(i 
fight with great effect, and of those, few were acous- 
tumed to the sea. While the Christian ships were 
yWell provided with cannons and all the best imple- 
ments suitable for naval defence, those of the Otto- 
mans were not ; and as their arms were of inferior 
quality, they could depend only on their superior 
number. Without seeming effected by the enormous 
crowd of galleys that blockaded the way, the five 
ships with sails stretched by a gentle wind, and with 
waveing colors, swifrly and steadily advanced. The 
picture was of an extraordinary beauty The be- 
sieged crowded the walls, the towers, and the roofs ; 
the Ottomans thickly covered the shores to a great 
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length ; and all awaited in anxiety and entlramnB iihe ^ 
approaching straggle. Mahomet, mounted on a 
horse, rode down to the water's edge ; and with a 
stern look, cold conntenanoe, watched eyeiy move- 
ment of his galleys and soldiers. The beautiful 
divisions of the sea and land, the charming form of 
Constantinople, built on seven hills, and appearing at 
a distance as if on a gradual ascend of a great moun- 
tain, together with innumerable varieties of colors on ^ 
all sides, — the colors of the sea, of the soldiers uni- 
forms, of waveing standards, of nature's countless ob- 
jects, and of the sparkling armors effected by they- - 
shining^/fiun, — made the spectacle most brilliant and 
magnificent. The five Christian ships close to one 
anotiier in battie array, advanced towards the crescent 
of sails, and when at a short distance from it, a 
tremendous discharge of artillery was commenced. 
The Turks responded by discharging their arrows, 
and amid yells of enthusiasm, awaited the en- 
counter. Pressed by a strong gale and managed 
by skillM pilots and oarsman, the bold ships, un- ^ 
damaged by repeated volleys, continued their coarse; 
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and amidat the okmor of tlie mullitudeB, the thmder 
of their cannoDS, the chants and war-ories of tbt 
Holdiers, and the roaring sound of the Greek iie 
while flashing in the air like lightning, their prows 
struck with a terrible force the galleys which formed 
the crescent. The Turks becoming excited fought in 
a desperate manner ; they strove to oTorpower the 
enemy, but the crescent was immediately broken by 
the irresistible force ; and destructive discharges oi 
cannon balls, stones, and Greek fire, kept dropping 
all around, involving everything in smoke. Their 
vessels were scattered, some sunk, and some took 
fire ; the battle became general and bloody, and for a 
while threatened general destruction. Both fleets 
continued to fight with great animosity and enthu- 
siasm The Turks fearless of death, attempted to 
surround the small but powerful enemy ; hundreds 
of them were either drowned, burned, or wounded in 
the attempt ; and at last, the artillery, the Greek fire, 
and the skillful maneuvers of the Christians, com- 
pletely put them in great confrision. Their galleys 
^were left to the waves, action on their side slackened 
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and the fiye ships were almoet masters of the passage, k 
Then were heard tremendous and incessant uproars, 
which honored the yictorious, and ashamed the 
defeated. They were the cheers of the besi^ed, 
whose joy was inflamed by so great a sight, and the 
murmurs and yells of the besiegers on shore, who 
were appalled by so great and ignominious defeat. 
The men of the disordered fleet paused, and amid 
the rage of the battle, the roars of the camp, the 
cries of the dying and the wounded, the loud voice 
of Mahomet, which reproached their conduct, and 
commanded them to fight on, was distinctly heard, t' 
and struck like a thunder-bolt their ears. They felt 
the shame, ignominy appeared in their imagination, 
in all its odious uniforms ; the thundering voice of 
Uieir master reanimated them ; their galleys were 
put in order, and with a resolution of victory or 
death, they advanced to assault the enemy. The 
Christians met them with an incessant fire from their 
artillery; the result was as great as before; but 
death had now become the glory of the Turks ; they jf 
pressed on, and although severe discharges killed 
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^ juifidreds 6f tbeir number, and Btink or burned manj 
of tbeir vessels, after repeated attempts they reached 
the prows, the sides, and the sterns of the five ships. 
In some places the Christians could no longer use 
their cannons with effect, and the struggle began 
hand to hand. The desperate and wild-like manner 
in which the Turks fought, almost surpassed the 
superior bravery of the Greeks and of the Genoese. 
For a while, the fortune of the day seemed to turn 
from the victorious, but after a bloody struggle the 
Turks were repulsed from the Genoese ships, and 
.put in confusion by the artilleries. The ship of 
the Shnperor was overpowered ; it was surrounded 
by an immence number of galleys ; the Turks b^an 
to capture it, and had it not been for the timely aid 
of the Genoese, they would have succeeded. The 
battle continued in great vigor ; the superior height 
and weight of the Christian ships scattered and sunk 
the obstacles ; swarms of Turks were swept away by 
the cannons and the Greek fire ; and at last, confusion 
^prevailed over boldness ; the Ottoman fleet was over- 
whelmed by the skillful maneuvers and the well dir 
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ected diaobarges of the Ohristians ; their gallajB were 1 
again left to the waves, and they were compelled to 
retreat in great confusion, towards the shores. Ma- 
homet, who had watched and almost commanded his 
fleet, became greatly irritated ; he could not believe 
that his large fleet was not able to be victorious over 
five ships ; and with inflamed passions, careless of 
life, and accompanied by the uproars of the camp, he 
spured his horse into the sea, and with a voice which 
often made his soldiers tremble, reproached, threa- 
tened, and encouraged the defeated troops, urging 
them to fight on. They promptly obeyed : his pres- y 
ence, his voice, and his threats, far more feared than 
the enemy, gave them new vigor ; some order was 
restored by their admiral, and they advanced to 
another attack. But it was the last and more deci- 
sive. They were no longer as powerful as they had 
been ; their number was greatly reduced, and the 
Christians were yet as powerful as before. The 
struggle was again commenced ; the destructive dis- 
charges from the five ships were again fired with ^ 
great dexterity : the energy of the Christians was 
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vigilaQt ; their maneuvers surpassed those of their 
numerous enemy ; and after a long struggle, the 
fortune of the day hegan to be on their side. The 
Turks fought with all the bravery which they pos- 
sessed ; they pressed on, discharging volleys of stones 
and arrows, and prevailed over tremendous dis- 
charges. Their admiral done all that was in his 
power to keep order, but the Christians successively 
sunk other galleys, and in a short time confusion 
was inevitable. In vain did he strive to gain the 
victory by innumerable stratagems : the Genoese and 
the Greeks baffled him in every way ; and after a 
bloody struggle, and a tremendous loss on his side, his 
defeat was conceived. The Christians guided their 
ships to scatter and sink the galleys of the enemy, 
their cannons swept the surface of the sea, and the 
Greek fire was continually poured on the inpedi- 
ments. The Turks bravely resisted a long while; 
but at last, they were weakened by repeated losses ; 
their galleys became incontroUable ; the artilleries and 
the Greek fire thundered all around them ; the tur- 
# bulent sea increased their concision, its waves 
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dashed with great violence the galleys against one ^ 
another ; they desperately tried to rally, but in rain ; 
the enemy advanced, the confusion became greater, 
and finally they were compelled to retreat towards 
the shores of Asia and Europe. The triamphant 
ships boldly advanced on the made way towards Con- 
stantinople; and amidst the incessant cheers and 
acclamations of the soldiers and citizens that crowded 
the walls and towers, the chain which guarded the 
harbor was lowered, and they gloriously entered. 
The loss of the Ottomans was tremendous and in- 
credible ; but it is affirmed by a contemporary his- y^ 
torian, that they lost over twelve thousand men in 
that great naval battle. The loss of the Christians 
was trifling, and their ships were only slightly dam- 
aged. The brave but unfortunate Admiral Balthy 
Ogly, who had done all he could to render the Otto- 
man fleet victorious, and who could hardly be blamed 
for the defeat, met with an ignominous end, soon 
after he reached the shore. The ire of Mahomet was 
greatly inflamed by the defeat, and when he saw the 
Admiral, who had come to give account of the 
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battle, he immediately ordered him to be impalled. 
But the JaDizaries interposed, and the irritated Sul- 
tan withdrew his sentence, inflicting another no less 
ignominous. Four slaves stretched Balthy Oglj on 
the ground, and Mahomet satiated his ire by strik- 
ing him on the back one hundred times with a 
golden rod. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Mahomit dounted— a bitbbat pboposbd^Mahombt avoids 
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isosE repeated defeats, especially that of the 
fleet, greatly debased the perseverance of 
Mahomet. His ardor for the great enterprise was 
chilled by the very doubtful and unfavorable pros- 
pect of its result ; he felt his power decreasing with- 
out any advantage ; and he became aware that in his 
present situation no successful attacks could be made. 
He saw the power of the besieged increasing: the ( 
five victorious ships had greatly relieved and 
strengthened them ; and the thought of retreating, 
encumbered his energy. By a double attack by sea 
and land, he could, perhaps, subdue the city, but such 
could not be done, as long as the harbor remained in 
the possession of the besieged, and the harbor could 
not be captured, for the strong chain which guarded 
its passage was now defended by thirty shipK of vari- 
ous sizes. The superior skill of the Christians, made ^r 
him conceive the impossibility of forcing the way 
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throagh ; for, as the last encounter had proved, his 
fleet was unable to be victorious over that of the be- 
sieged. The words of retreat began to spread in the 
camp : the Grand Visier, or prime Minister, was in 
&vor of raising the siege ; and the siege would have 
been raised, if the second Yizier had not opposed the 
ignominous measure. Amid the deubtful resolutions, 
Mahomet felt his pride and glory falling : the hopes 
of many years, the greatness of his enterprise, and 
the imaginations of the past, were before him in his 
present situation : the preparations and sacrifices 
( made for what he had believed a successful under- 
taking ; the shame of a retreat, and the ignominy of 
being defeated by so small a number of Christians, 
were pictured in his mind in most vivid colors. He 
paused, before giving his resolution to retreat ; and 
after having passionately studied all stratagems which 
could possibly avoid the hatred measure, he con- 
trived a plan which revived his falling hopes, and 
was wcirthy of the greatest mi'itary genius. It was to 
v. transport on land his lighter vessels and military 
stores, from the Bosphorns into the upper part of the 
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harbor which is some miles in length. The land on j^ 
which the vessels and stores were to be transported, 
was full of obstacles, nneven and measured about six 
miles. But Mahomet was able to overcome all such 
impediments ; and the execution of his plan was the 
greatest engineering achievement of many centuries. 
A wide smooth way was made and covered with 
strong planks, from the shore of the Bosphorus to 
that of the Golden Horn. After it was made the 
' strongest and smoothest way possible, it was smeared 
with the fat of sheep and oxen, to make it slippery 
in order to drag the vessels with more facility. When 
all means were provided, iand everything prompt, 
eighty galleys were disembarked from the Bosphorus; 
one after the other was placed on the made way ; in- 
numerable throngs of men poised them on all sides ; 
and with the aid of pulleys, rollers, and other useful 
instruments, they were pressed slowly on, m a long j 

and single file. The great and tiresome work was j 

accelerated by the encouraging words of the indefati- ^^ 

gable Sultan, and carried on with great diligence 
amid the songs and cheers of the soldiers. Within the 
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darkness of one night, the squadron was safely trans- 
ported on the long way, and launched in the waters 
of the Golden Horn. Mahomet was now master of 
the harbor, the Christian ships which guarded its 
remote passage, could not repel his fleet from its ad- 
vantageous post ; and while his zeal was greatly in- 
flamed by the asnurance of success, all the useful 
preparations which his skill suggested were imme- 
diately executed. Soldiers, batteries, and engines 
were placed on the new line of attack; and on 
the narrowest part of the harbor, a floating bridge of 
about seventy-five feet broad, and one hundred and 
fifty feet long was constructed. On it was planted one 
of the largest cannons destined to fire on the har- 
bor part of the city, while the squadron of galleys 
well supplied with troops, engines, and scaling lad- 
ders, would attack the most accessible parts. 
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CHAPTER VIII. >^ 

GONSTANTINl AND JUSTINIANI ATTIHPT TO DI8L0DOB TRM OTTO- 
MAN ABMT FBOM THI NEW LINX OF ATTACK— ThI BOLD BBSO- 

lution—Massagbx OF FOBTT Ohbistians— Tbbbiblb BI- 

TALLIATION OF THE EmPXBOB— EXTBXMX DANOBB OF CON- 
STANTINOPLE— MaHOMXT MAKES PBOPOSALS-OONSTEBNATIOll 
OF THE OITIZENB. 

^HS great and diBastroos danger was immediate- 
^ ly disoovered by Constantine and Justiniani. 
Discharges of artillery were commenoed with a view 
to destroy the fleet and bridge ; but the vigilaat Sultan 
was ever ready ; his fkr superior batteries responded 
and silenced their fire ; and volleys of stones and ar- ^ 
rows, swept the places on which the besieged were 
seen. After some unsuccessful attempts, the two 
leaders saw the impossibility of firing against the 
superior power of Mahomet with advantage, and re- 
solved to attempt the destruction of his new line in 
a sacred manner. One night, at a late hour, a num- 
ber of the bravest and most corageous youths occu- 
pied some galoots ; and with all the necessary means, 
secretly moved towards the fleet and bridge, with 
the intention of setting them on fire. They very near ^ 
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sncoeeded ; but the Turks were more vigilant then 
suspeoted, and before they could reach near enough, 
the guards discovered their coming. An alarm was 
heard ; that part of the camp was immediately in 
arms : the bold Christians tried to retreat, but a 
Turkish flotilla was in pursuit ; the nearest galoots 
were taken, some sunk, and forty youths made pri- 
soners. Mahomet, who had been alarmed by the 
danger which almost resulted in Aiistrating his de- 
sign, ordered the captives to be massacred. That 
great affront and inhuman act, filled the garrison with 
horror and grief, most gloomy in their situation ; and 
Constantino, amid sorrow and great hatred, ordered 
the execution of two hundred and sixty Musulman 
captives, and exposed their heads from the walls. 
The retalliation was very inhuman ; but in the time 
of danger, when friends are loved with the warmest 
love, and detestation greatly increases against the 
principal enemy ; when the heart is melted by sym- 
pathy for the injuries received by a patriot or a co- 
operator; and when the smallest provocation inflames 
^ the abhorrence of the distressed to the highest degree, 
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humanity for the common enemy is lost ; and the \ 

action of the Emperor was justified by the universal 

* 

acclamation of his subjects^ and by the death of the 
brave and patriotic youths, who lost their life in a 
most cruel manner, for attempting to save their 
country. 

The slow but pernicious effect of Mahomet's at- 
tacks, greatly annihilated the power of the city de- 
fences, and exhausted the energy of the scanty garri- 
son. From the first days of the siege, the Ottoman 
artilleries kept up a continuous fire against many 
parts of the walls ; and at the end of a month, the 
fall of Constantinople could not be doubted. The 
new line of attack effected what Mahomet desired : 
the landward side defences were weakened, by taking 
away from them detachments of troops and cannons 
which had to be sent along the harbor side ; and the 
fatigue of the garrison was doubled. When forty 
days of siege had elapsed, the great walls began to 
yield to the irresistible power of the most formidable 
implements of destruction known in those times. 
Four towers near the gate of St. Romanus 
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were demolished ; large breaches were made ; the 
ditch in some places was filled by the ruins of the 
defences'; and the waj to (Constantinople was open. 
The Emperor and Justiniani, always procured all the 
advantageous means possible ; new defences were buDt 
behind the ruined ones ; but in vain did they attempt 
to stop the enemy s actions; and although their 
bravery delayed the &11 of the city, they saw at last, 
the inevitable and near destruction. But the zeal 
and patriotism still existed in the soul of every Chris- 
tian soldier who defended the works ; and they re- 
solved to oppose the entrance of the Ottoman Turks, 
until the bitterest end. Mahomet was aware of the 
desperate resistance which the besieged vowed to 
make ; and although the destruction of Constanti- 
nople depended on his command, he strove to win 
, the city without a future struggle. Various embas- 
sies had already passed between the city and camp 
without effecting any successftil negotiation ; but on 
the 25th of May, the Sultan sent hb last summons to 
surrender. He offered to the Emperor an equiva- 
f lent honor; and to the citiaens, liberty for their re- 
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ligioD or a safe departure. In his distressed condi- ^ 
tioD, GoDstantine would undoubtedly have yielded to 
any sacrifice to save his Empire, but the city was the 
only wish of his eneray, and he had sworn to die in 
its defence. The great ignominy which would follow 
the days of his life if he surrendered the city, and 
his patriotic love which he had for it, made him at 
once detest the offer of the Sultan ; and as a faith- 
fol monarch, he answered, that he would subdue to 
any honorable terms, give any price to obtain peace, 
but that he would die before surrendering the last 
city of his Empire. V • 

Had he been faithfully supported by all his sub- 
jects, his resolution would have, perhaps, saved his 
capital. But the citizens of Constantinople were 
mingled in pusillanimity and bigotry, most fatal to 
their liberty ; their spirit of indolence was kept awake 
by the belief of superstitious legends ; and when the 
tremendous power of the Ottomans appeared before 
the walls, instead of taking up arms and uniting with 
those, whose patriotism dispelled the credence of re- ^> . 
ligious legends and guided them to trust in their 
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power ; instead of following the example of the an- 
cient besieged, as the Cartaginians, whose conduct 
and value we admire among the most interesting an- 
nals of history, they remained indolent, despised the 
words and calls of the Emperor ; and, conquered by 
the eloquent words of their priests, they believed in 
a spiritual deliverance. But they saw at last, and far 
too late, their approaching end ; and amid religious 
frenzy and vain hopes, they sank into gloominess and 
prayers. When the walls were on all sides disman- 
tled and the garrison was the only defence against 
the enemy ; when the time had come in which the 
humblest patriot would have resolved to take up arms 
and to die with his fellow-citizens, they only accused 
the Emperor for their condition and nearing calamity. 
The horrible devastation of pillage and plunder ; 
the sufferings under the yoke of the infidels ; the 
melancholy and ignominy of a conquered life ; and 
the terror of death or infinite servitude, were in their 
imagination with all the awful uniforms which in a 
distressed mind become most terrible and afflicting. 
In the extreme consternation which conquered the 



62 THE SIFGE AKD VAIX 

energy of their body and soul, they spent their 
last hours of liberty in great devotion ; and in the 
few nights before their fall, the lights of long and 
solemn processions, illuminated like magic files the 
dark streets, while their religious and mournful 
chants broke the stillness of the night. 
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^ CHAPTER IX. 

General preparations in the Ottoman camp for the final 
ATTACK— Mahomet's declaration to his soldiers— The 

NIGHT BEFORE THE ATTACK. 

FTER haTing beard the refiual of his proposals, 
Mahomet immediately commenced the pre- 
parations for a general attack. He was aware of the 
feiebleness of the Emperor, but he knew that the 
garrison would make a desperate resistance; and the 
superior skill as well as bravery of the Christians, 
guided him to take all advantages, to procure all use- 
ful means, and to contrive the most dexterous ma- 
neuvers and stratagems, which would facilitate the 
reduction of the city. The courage of the besieged 
could not be inflamed by any great hope, for if his 
army could not accomplish his design by military ez- 
pertness, it could accomplish it by fatiguing, and fin- 
ally overpowering them. The tremendous number 
of the Ottoman army, cancelled all doubts of the 
city's fall ; and Mahomet in his preparations, took 
care to place the destined to death on the front, in 
^ order to fatigue the besieged, and to blunt their arms. 
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• 

Those destined to death were religions fimatics and 
wild volunteers who were attracted to the banner, bjr 
the hopes of spoils and plunder. The founder of the 
Mahometan religion, had promised heaven as the re- 
ward of those who died before the walls of Constan- 
tinople, and innumerable crowds gladly followed the 
Sultan, fearless of death, and anxious of martyrdom. 
Influenced by Astrology, his favorite science, Maho- 
met fixed the day of the 29th of May for the final 
assault. From the 24th of the same month, great 
preparations were made through the camp ; and on 
the 27th, the military chiefs received the final ordenk 
Few days before the great assault, heralds were dis"' 
patehed to all parts of the camp, to proclaim the 
orders, the greatness, and the glory of the enterprise : 
crowds of dervishes, or Musleman monks, who were 
greatly respected for their holiness by every Mahome- 
tan, visited the tents and inflamed the mind of the 
soldiers, by picturing in most lively colors the felicity 
of the eternal life in paradise, which was the reward 
of all those that died in the holy war. In his zeal 
for his enterprise, Mahomet strove to make himself v ' 
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bfHoved, afl well as feared by his troops ; and in order 
to infxLse a war-like feeling in the whole army, he 
promised honor and great rewards which suddenly 
revived the energy of every Ottoman. He felt the 
loyalty of his soldiers, 'and he was careful to take ad- 
vantage of all means that should increase their love 
towards him. He knew, that a besieging army 
would be more animated and encouraged by the 
promise of pillage, than any other reward ; and he 
was satisfied to make any sacrifice which would en- 
able him to conquer Constantinople. When every 
, aeldier was already anxious for action, he declared : 
that a double pay would be given to the victorious 
troops, that he assigned to their value the captives, 
the treasures, and the spoils ; and that he would re- 
ward the soldier who first ascended the walls, with 
the governorship of the fairest province of his em- 
pire, together with such honors and richness which 
would surpass the greatest expectance. So great a de- 
claration inflamed the soul of every Ottoman soldier 
with such zeal impossible to be cancelled. The Jani- 
)^zarie8 and the Bashas were confident of victory and 
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impatient to try their fortune ; and every chief, evei^ 
man, hoped to gain the rewards of the Snltan. In 
the night before the 29th, all the tents in the camp 
were illuminated by large fires burning in every dir- 
ection. Amid the murmuring sounds of those who 
conversed, were occasionally heard the shouts of 
^^ Allah /" and the chants of the soldiers were echoed 
by the mournful and gloomy sound of the prayers, 
and of the kirie eleson, sung by the diitressed be- 
sieged in churches and parades, in such consterna- 
tion, which together with the wild noise of the camp, 
and the dispersed fires that interrupted to a gre^. 
distance the deep darkness of the night, and resplen- 
ded in the waters and on the bright armors seen 
glittering on all sides, made the prospect appear like 
a wonderful yet melancholy vision. 
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^ CHAPTER X. 

Constantinb's noble conduct— His apprehensions— The fu- 
neral OBATION of the ROMAN EmPIRB— DESPERATE RESO- 
LUTIONS OF THE Christian soldiers. 

I^N his distress, and amid the terrors caused by 
the approaching calamities, Constantino re- 
mained serene to keep awake the courage of his 
soldiers ; but in his heart he felt the gradual disap- 
pearance of his hopes ; he saw the last spaik of the 
Roman Empire, becoming fainter and fastly extin- 
guishing, like a star which after remaining bright in 
^e dusk-colored sky, disappears by d^rees on the 
appearance of the first rays of day-light. The glories 
and great triumphs of his ancestors, the power of the 
Roman arms in the past, and the fame of ancient 
generals, passed like a dream in his imagination. He 
saw no prospect of a deliverance, but awaited 
with all the courage which any great monarch 
ever possessed, the horrible storm whose black 
clouds he had long seen, and which were be- 
aming more severely felt as they approached. 
The doleftd thought that his country, his city, and 
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his throne, were to be in the possession of the i^« 
fidels, against whom the great crusaders had many 
times fought, and for whose destruction the Christian 
world had lost many of its bravest warriors, a^ra- 
vated the melancholy state of his condition, and 
strove to annihilate the energy of his mental powers. 
Yet he was far from being allured by the offer which 
his enemy had made ; he pictured the glories which 
he might receive, if he surrendered the city without 
a struggle; but he almost felt the stings of the 
thorns which would surround such glories ; and his 
patriotic love made him conceive the honors th^ 
crowned the heroes that died for their country's 
liberty ; and he resolved to fight in the defence of 
his capital, till the last moment. On the evening 
before the twenty-ninth he summoned the most 
honorable Greeks and the bravest auxiliaries to his 
palace, and to them he made an eloquent harague. 
It has been classed the funeral oration of the Roman 
Empire, and so it was,— the words which he spoke 
were his last to an assembly, and the last of th^< 
Roman emperors. He strove to infuse on all the" 
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htij^ of viotory ; he piotored in wann colors the 
glory of an honorable death ; he b^ged them to be 
oourageouB, to fight tUl the last extremity ; to die 
for their religion and liberty ; and to trust in Heayen 
for their snocess. His words were effeotive and 
pathetic : the officers and the senators, became in- 
distinguishable from the soldiers and the poor ; they 
embraced one-another with the affection of brothers ; 
they wept and vowed to die with the Emperor; 
their soul was inflamed by the resolution of victory 
or death ; and, when they had arrived at their as- 
signed posts, anxiously awaited for the break of day. 
Accompanied by some nobles, Constantine entered 
the dome of St. Sophia ; and forgeting all the cere- 
monies of his rank, received amid tears and great 
devotion, the holy Sacraments. After having re- 
posed a few hours in his palace, he gave a last fare- 
well to his throne, which had been so often enshrined 
by immortal glories, and whose fame was dying for- 
ever. Mounting on horse-back he solicited the par- 
4»n of all those whom he might have injured ; and 
amid the tears of the crowd that surrounded him^ 
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ke spared his hone, and pressed forwainl. OvQf^ 
oomiDg the Melancholy that strove to make him sad, 
he went to the defences ; visited the most dangerous 
breaches ; inspected the new works ; and surveying 
the movement of tne enemy, took his position on the 
largest breach of the landward side, which he under- 
stood to defend. 

/ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Thi attack -Military skill op thk Bbsibobd— Their Bray- 
BRY— Precipitant retreat of the Ottomans. 

[ab before day-light, the whole Ottoman 
army was ready for action. Four great 
columns extended from the sea of Marmora to the 
Golden Horn : before them were nearly one thousand 
volunteers that formed the vanguard; and as they 
were undisciplined, badly armed, and almost without 
command, they were destined by Mahomet to fatigue 

; the Christians, in order to give advantage to his best 
troops. The artillery was advanced to the edge of 
the ditch, and the fleet awaited the signal to attack 
the harbor part of the city. In the morning of 
the twenty-ninth, when the first rays of day-light 
had began to brighten the great city and camp, the 
loud voices of the Ottoman commanders were heard 
along the lines ; the army hastily moved to the as- 
sault, and a tremendous struggle was imminent. 
Urged forward by columns of soldiers, and exited by 

r devices, throngs of volunteers rushed towards the 
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walls, without order, and like great torrents. But 
they were cut short by the weapons of the besieged : ' 
hundreds were prostrated to the ground : throngs 
after throngs advanced to fill their places, but only 
to meet with the same fate ; and after a short time, 
the great ditch was filled by a bloody mass. They 

had fulfilled the desire of their fellow-soldiers : a path 
was now made to the walls ; and a great army, fairly 
disciplined and commanded by Bashas, boldly ran to 
the attack. The fleet commenced action on the har- 
bor side, and the battle was general and terrible. 
The result was doubtful ; the assailants fought with ^ 
great boldness : their number was far superior than ^ 
that of the besieged, but their skill far inferior ; and 
all those who attempted to ascend the ruined walls 
were precipitated. The city and camp were involved 
in the clouds of smoke : the dense air was filled with 
the incessant thunder of the cannons ; the horrible 
yells of the dying and the wounded ; the voices of the 
exited commanders ; the almost suffocated music of 
drums, trumpets, and atabals ; and the Greek fire, 
which was seen flashing amid clouds of smoke, like \ 
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^ Kghtning io a frightful Btormy night, ('areless of 
life and in a wild-like manner, torrents of Ottomans 
precipitated themselves against the walls; incessant 
shouts of "La ilah ilia lah !" were faintly heard 
among other noises ; their spirit was kept lively by 
the sound of martial music; they pressed onward, 
but only to meet death. The slayed formed a thick 
harvest on all parts near the defences ; innumerable 
swarms promptly filled the places of the prostrated^ 
and the slaughter was tremendous. The besieged 
held their posts and in some places advanced ; every 
one of them did more than twenty Ottomans ; their 
discharges were well directed on the great army; 
their courage was invincible, and their spirit was 
vivified by the favorable prospect of victory. Amid 
the frightful rage of the battle, whose smoke 
shadowed to a long distance the bright rays of the 
rising sun, the distinguished voices of the Emperor 
and Justiniani were heard, like the echo when almost 
suffocated by the noise of a wind storm, inflaming the 
zeal of the soldiers, and urging them to fight on with 
all the vigor which they possessed. The battle con- 
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tinued with great fary : from the fleet, from the >( 
floatiDg bridge, and all along the ditch, the Ottoman 
batteries kept np a destructiye £re^ waves after 
waves of Turks were sent forward to feed the arms of 
the besieged ; and although thousands were succes- 
sively slayed, more advanced, as if the Sultan had an 
ocean of soldiers at his command. After two hours 
of tremendous struggle, the assailing throngs were 
greatly reduced ; on all sides the Ottomans fell in 
great numbers ; they were completely annihilated ; and 
overwhelmed bj great conAision, precipitantly re- 
treated. Incessant yells of joy were immediately V 
heard from all parts of the walls, — Constantinople 
was delivered, and solemn chants of thanksgiving 
echoed the cries of the defeated army, and the slack- 
ening rumble of the battle. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

DSSlPAlB OF MAttOtt£T— Tft< AtTAOE Of TWt JANtZAfttBS— JUS<^ 
TINIANI WOUNDED— Ruin of TfiB DKFKNCBS— The GtANt 

Hasson— The despsbate st&uoglb— Death of Gonstan- 
*riNE— Pali, of CoNSTANTtNOP lb— Ravages op the Otto* 

ItANS. 

[roh the gradual ascend of the ground before 
the gate of St. Bomanus, Mahomet saw^ and 
"Was appalled at the sight. The defeat of his army 
made him shiver with ire and despair ; he cast a se- 
vere look around his ten thousand Janizaries, who 
watched with impatient feelings his motions ; and 
after a short pause, he rose on his stirups and 
shouted his war cry. The wild blares of his trumpets 
were heard far and wide ; the reserved Janixaries re- 
sponded with ten thousand yells in one ; and a tor^ 
rent, more terrible than all the others, swiftly moved 
towards the walls. The fugitives were stopped ; the 
officers hastily reformed their lines; and the tremens 
dous otruggle was again commenced. Mahomet him- 
self headed the last assault ; brandishing his iron 
mace he spured his horse onward ; his commanding 
voice was heard above the rage of the conflict i his 
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threatening or encouraging words invigorated the ^ 
soldiers ; his ministers of justice were behind him to 
stop and execute the cowards ; and the invincible 
torrent was urged on, to gain victory or death. The 
Christians bravely resisted ; their courage was still 
vivid ; the voice of the Emperor and of Justiniani kept 
warm their spirit and lively their actions. But a 
great misfortune, a misfortune which immediately 
turned the victory of the day befell them. The 
noble Genoese, Justiniani, whose great military skill 
and bravery had long kept the wild besiegers at bay, 
was wounded; and the loss of blood with the tre- - ■ 
mendous pain, completely deprived him of the pres- 
ence of mind, and he was carried away from the de- 
fences. Such a great loss weakened the energy of 
the Christians ; their ammunition began to be scarce ; 
and the walls were almost reduced to piles of ruins. 
The words of the Emperor still kept vivid their 
spirit ; their despair made them fight until death, but 
the fall of die city was beginning to be conceived. 

The terrible torrent had not yet gained any advan- 
tage, when amidst the violence and fury of the strug- x 
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gle, Hassan, a colossal Janizary, the boldest of the 
Ottomans, undertook to ascend the weakest and the 
less guarded part of the walls. Thirty soldiers accom- 
panied him, and after a severe contest he reached 
the parapet. He had won the promises of Mahomet, 
and his bravery was rewarded by infinite glory and 
reachness. The Christians done all in their power to 
repulse the audacious band ; eighteen of the thirty 
were immediately slayed, and the giant was precipi- 
tated from the submit. But he rose on "^ne knee, 
and in a moment the whole army followed his exam- 
ple. The defences were tickly covered by swarms of 
yelling Turks : the fleet effected a passage on the 
harbor side, and the city was irrecoverably lost. A 
terrible and bloody conflict still continued, but the 
number of the assailants was nearly a hundred times 
larger ; and at last, the Christians were overwhelmed 
and repressed from their posts. The Emperor still 
resisted ; the faithful soldiers fell by his side while 
heroically defending him : he cast away the imperial 
purple, in order to be unknown to the enemy, and 
resolved to die on the spot. For a short time, the 
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Tictorious were kept from advancing ; great numbers -< 
of them fell successively on the harvest of bodies ; 
but the division which entered from the harbor side 
now reached the spot, and the few Christians were 
surrounded. Despair saized Constantino and hid 
heroes, they fought with the greatest fury ; they no 
longer thought of life or liberty, but they contested 
for revenge. All those who advanced were immed* 
lately prostrated on the bloody mass, and the resist^ 
ance was desperate. But at last, the wounds and 
the continous action ezausted the energy of every 
Christians : they became powerless, their swords no ^^ 
longer delt powerful and irreparable blows ; and they 
were overpowered by the enemies who pressed for- 
ward from every direction. Fearing to fall by the 
infidels, the Emperor called for some Christians to 
kill him, but at the same instance he received a fatal 
blow and he fell dead. The few remaining nobles 
soon fell afler him galantly fighting, and his body 
was buried in a monument of corpses. Like tremen- 
dous lava torrents erupted from a great volcano, the . 
Ottoman army rusheil into the city from all the * 
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breaches of the land and harbor sides. Amids loud 
and fanatic yells, their bloody swords and maces 
prostrated all the Christians that they encountered. 
For a short time, they threatened a general massacre ; 
no person of any sect or age was speared ; but avarice 
soon predominated over blood-thirst ; the r achness 
and the great buildings attracted their attention ; 
their arms were put aside, and the great destruction 
of violence, pillage, and plunder, began to devestate 
the famous city. The immense wealth accumulated 
by ages ; the relics for which many Christians had fal- 
len in the times of the crussades ; the labors and gains 
of many years ; the fruits of glories and triumphs of 
the virtuous and great emperors ; and the treasures 
of the rich, who had hid them, and had re^ed to 
support with them their noble monarch, fell by the. 
ravages of the victorious barbarians. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Qknbral cowstbbnation— Rkftioes in St. Sophia— Ttt« supieh- 
STiTious LBGKND— Fate op the citizens— Dbyastation in 
St. Sophia— Safe escape op the auxiliabies— Mahomet 
bntebs the doomed citt. 

j^HE terrible news soon spread through the city in 
^ a rapid course ; the inhabitants were huddenlj 
horrified ; the houses, the palaces, and the monasteries, 
were immediately desolated } and large throngs of all 
ages and of both sexes, ran yelling with terror and 
despair through the streets, in a most frightful 
manner. From every direction, the distressed people 
flowed in the great dome of St. Sophia ; and in a 
short time, the galleries, the choir, the nave, and the 
vestibiiles of the dome were packed ftill of soldiers, 
priests, monks, senators, nobles, plebeians ; of hund- 
reds religious virgins, and of base crowds loosened 
from the jails. The doors were closed and barred, 
and the yells of horror and despair were for the first 
time silenced. Every one had a faint hope that the 
enemies would not molest them in the house of tlod. 
The confidence of the most bigot«d was revived by 
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a superstitioiis legend which a remote prophet, or 
rathei a religious impostor, had formed : that before 
the Mnslemans should arrive at the pillar of Oon- 
stantine the Great, situated on a square before St. 
Sophia, an augel would descend from heaven with a 
sword in hand, and immediately deliver the empire 
with the celestial weapon. But the angel was tardy ; 
and while they awaited in stupidity and confusion on 
the spiritual deliverance, those who were on the gal- 
leries near the windows, saw the glittering army ad- 
vancing with rapidity and destruction. They 
warned the shivering multitude below of the nearing 
danger ; and after a short time, the tumultuous noise 
and the appalling yells of the destructive torrents 
were more distinctly heard, as they nearer approach- 
ed. At last, the loud blare of the trumpets, the 
shouts of the soldiers, and the noise of arms, burst 
into the church through its many windows. The first 
blows of the axes were heard, the fugitives were 
thunder-struck ; they felt the chill of death ; tremen- 
dous yells of terror suddenly resounded in the great 
dome ; and all fell on their knees. After a moment 



tke doon were bnmt open, and a horrible, Uoodj, 
and hungry horde rushed in. At firet, the Ottomans 
were wonder-struck and ^remained firm, stupefied by 
the extraordinary spectacle, but after a short pause 
they rushed on their, precious prey. Whole lines of 
priests, slaves, senators, and virgins, were bound to- 
gether and speedily led out. by their captors who 
were anxious to get back for more. In a short time, 
the dome was cleared of its devotees : the statues, 
the altars, and the mosaics were thrown assunder by 
the impious barbarians : the crucifixes, the chalices, 
and the vases, were smashed for their gold, silver, or 
gems ; and camels ladden with broken statues, frag- 
ments of crucifixes, and immense booty were let out 
on the streets, followed by long files of captured 
Christians. Within the time of few hours, the ven- 
erable dome, so rich, so beautiful, and so wonderfully 
constructed, long classed the terrestrial paradise, was 
on all sides disfigured ; its glittering furnitures, its 
altars, and the gifts of many ages, were despoiled of 
their wealth, and reduced to piles of ruins. A simi- 
lar violence contemporarely devastated all the other 
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cbardhes; and the oonvents, the paiftoee, and the 
inhabitations, were despoiled of their treasorea and 
value. No place ooald hide the person and property 
of the Oreeks ; and before the middle of the day, 
about sixty thousands of the unfortunate inhabitants, 
were brought to the oamp, where they were sold, 
and afterwards dispersed through the distant provin- 
oes of the Ottoman Empire. 

.^ The Italian ships still mantained the entrance of 
the harbor when the city was taken ; they had ful- 
filled their duty, and had the honor of being the 
only ones that gave strong help to the fallen city. 
While the Ottomans were dispersed and engaged in 
the work of pillage, the bold auxiliaries took the first 
chance of a retreat, and safely escaped with the 
Wounded Justiniani, and ladden with many helpless 
Aigitives. 

Nearly in the middle of the same day, Mahomet, 
attended by his vixierli, bashas, and guards, triufn- 
phantly entered the gate of St. Rotnanus. He 
proudly rode onward, and beheld with the greatest 
satis&ction the beautiful domes and palaces, so 
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superb in appearanoe, and so diferent from the Orien- ^ 
tal stile. But he was met by no festivity, no an- 
thusiasm. The streets were tickly strewed with all 
the evidences of murder, plunder, and devastation ; 
and the fanatic yells of the merciless soldiers, were 
often echoed by cries or groans of despair. Here 
and there, long files of helpless citizens of both sexes 
and of all ranks, could be seen moving in hasty and 
trembling steps towards the place, where their cap- 
tors would sell them as slaves. Horrible and most 
gloomy were their destinity and fate. The family 
ties and the courses of nature were broken asunder *, 
the fathers, mothers, and children, were separated 
from one another forever, scattered over the dtetant 
provinces of the vast empire, to pass a life .of humble 
servitude, without the slightest hope of being relieved, 
and in the most sad and heart-breukiog feelings 
which death only could eod. The conqueror soon 
reached the Hippodrome, a great and charming 
amphitheatre, and riding in it, he gazed with wonder 
at its appearance. His eyes soon met the serpentine 
poliiinn, fenced b^ three serpepts t^i^te^ together, 
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juid, as if to try his strength, he raised his iron maoe 
and delt it a powerful blow which broke the under- 
jaw of one of the monsters. Proceeding onward, he 
reached the superb dome of St. Sophia, There he 
paused, and after having dismounted, he entered it, 
and transformed it to a mosque. All the remaining 
marks of Christianity were immediately destroyed ; 
the mosaics were carefully obliterated ; and every 
part of the dome was reduced to meer simplicity. 
After he had performed the ceremonies of the Music- 
man prayer of thanksgiving, Mahomet proceeded to- 
, wards the palace of the Gsssars where was the throne 
of the vanquished empire, so powerful in its beginning, 
so wonderful in its history, and so gloomy in its end* 
The enchanting pictures formed by the pompous 
emperors with their armor ^bright body guards, hand- 
som chavaliers, and gay retinues ; by the dignified 
princes and proud cit zens, going to and fro ; and by 
the indomitable Roman knights and soldiers, whose 
gleaming arms and bright uniforms colored the popu- 
lous streets, had all vanished ; and a picture of 
j^f^rbarism, destructiop and desolation followed. Th^ 
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sand of Muhomet oould not hdp being effected by** 
the oontfiBt ; and, inflaenoed by tbe feeling whidi 
it produoed, he re{>eated the impteasing linoi of the 
Peniaa poet : — 

The spider wesyes its web in the palace oi the kings 

The owl hath song her watch song from the toweis of 
Afrasiab. 

ThuB fell the city of Constantinople, after a siege 
of fifty-three days, on the twenty-ninth of May, in 
the year one thousand four hundred and fifty-three. 
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Ol Hi'lafit spark of the Boman Empire was eiAu- 
gnished and Dever to be seen again. The city, 
which, in the dark ages, when the whole world was 
afflicted and oppressed by barbaric goyemments 
kept burning the great torch of civilisation, and re- 
splended its majestic light around and fiur «n the 
populations, guiding them to the happiest way ; and 

which had often kept back the floods of Eastern bar- 

i 

^ barians, and saved the posterity of the OhristiMi 
faith, was now fallen into the hands of the Ottoman 
Turks in whose possession it has always remained 
and still remains. The conduct and death of Con- 
stantine Palseologus are crowned by those glories 
acquired only by the greatest monarchs and patriots ; 
he defended his country with his soul and power ; 
he prefered death to ignominious felicity ; he fought 
with all the bravery of a greatest warrior in defenting 

^ the breach ; and died, a most glorious death, for the 
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last and scanty remnant of his empire. "There/',^ 
says a recent traveler, describing the spot on which 
Constantine fell, '^where the earth was once dyed 
deep in blood, grew a thick carpet of daisies and 
wild flowers and a cloud of butter-flies hovered.*' 




